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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over Lewis (U.S. 
6,513,019). 

Lewis discloses claims: 

1 . A method of organizing security inquiries and potential security purchases utilizing a computer with 
a display comprising: 

entering into the computer inquiry information about securities desired for purchase (figs. 21, 22); 

entering into the computer potential purchase information about available securities (figs. 21, 22); 

entering into the computer a plurality of algorithms for matching the inquiry information with 
the purchase information (figs. 23, 24); 
selecting one of the algorithms (see "Rule 3"); 

matching by means of the selected one algorithm the inquiry information with the purchase 
information; and reporting the results of the matching by means of the computer (fig.4, 190 - ""Reporting 
Engine") 

2. A method, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said inquiry information comprises a security 
par dollar amount for each of at least some of said securities desired for purchase, wherein said 
purchase information comprises a security dollar amount for each of at least some of said 
available securities and wherein said selected one algorithm attempts to match said security 
dollar amounts with said security par dollar amounts (see "Rule 3"). 
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3. A method, as claimed in claim 2, wherein said selected one algorithm attempts to match each of 
said security dollar amounts in turn with said security par dollar amounts (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

4. A method, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said inquiry information comprises a desired 
range of maturity times of at least some of said securities desired for purchase, wherein said 
purchase information comprises a maturity time for at least some of said available securities and 
wherein said selected one algorithm attempts to thatch said range of maturity times of said 
securities desired for purchase with said maturity time for said available securities (col. 15, line 
39-coU7, line 33). 

5. A method, as claimed in claim 4, wherein said selected one algorithm attempts to match inquiry 
information with a smaller range of maturity times before attempting to match inquiry information with a 
larger range of maturity times (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

6. A method, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said inquiry information is arranged in order and wherein 
said selected one algorithm matches attempts to match said purchase information with said inquiry 
information according to said order (col. 15, line 39-col.l7 5 line 33). 

7. A method, as claimed in claim 6, wherein said order is the order in which said inquiry 
information was entered into said computer (Claim 1). 

8. A method, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said entering inquiry information comprises entering a 
plurality of inquiries, each inquiry being limited to securities with a single issuer name (figs. 21, 22). 

9. A method, as claimed in claim 8, wherein said inquiries comprise an inquiry number, a state 
associated with said securities desired for purchase, and an account identifier (figs. 21, 22). 

10. A method, as claimed in claim 9, wherein said inquiries further comprise a quantity of said 
securities desired for purchase, a price of said securities desired for purchase and a range of maturity 
times for said securities desired for purchase (figs. 21, 22). 

11. A method, as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said entering purchase information comprises entering 
a plurality entries about said available securities, at least some of said entries comprising a name of an 
issuer of the available security associated with the entry (figs. 21, 22). 

12. A method, as claimed in claim 11, wherein each said entry further comprises a state associated 
with the available security associated with the entry, the par dollar amount of the security associated with 
the entry, and the maturity time of the security associated with the entry (figs. 21, 22). 

13. A method, as claimed in claim 12, wherein said entry further comprises a CUSIP for said security 
associated with said entry ("The system contains many business object classes ("business objects"), i.e., 
groups of interrelated database tables that pertain to a business subject, combined with functional objects 
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and methods for processing the data and information stored in such tables. FIG. 7 exemplifies database 
tables that are associated with business objects for processing market data. This Figure shows how the 
database stores data that describes three characteristics of a common stock issue: (1) issue type (equity), (2) 
issue description (IBM Common), and (3) two forms of issue identifier (e.g., ticker and CUSIP number).") 

14. A method, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said reporting comprises displaying said results on said 
computer display (fig.7). 

15. A method, as claimed in claim 1 , and further comprising finalizing a trade of at least one of said 
available securities (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

16. A method, as claimed in claim 15, wherein said finalizing comprises entering a CUSIP and a 
broker or dealer identification (fig.7). 

17. A method, as claimed in claim 15, wherein said finalizing comprises checking for similar or 
matching issues for previous security purchases for said inquiry information (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

18. A method, as claimed in claim 15, wherein said reporting further comprises listing said available 
securities for which trade was finalized (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

19. A method, as claimed in claim 15, wherein said reporting comprises listing said inquiry information 
not subject to said finalizing (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

20. A method, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said available securities are issued by an issuer and 
wherein said reporting further comprises listing approved issuers (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

21 . A method, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said entering potential purchase information comprises: 
entering potential purchase parameters; searching a data base for security information corresponding to said 
parameters; and reporting the results of said searching (coL15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

22. A method, as claimed in claim 21, wherein said database is located remotely from said 
computer and wherein said searching comprises transmitting data via the Internet (figs. 2 & 3). 

23. A method, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said entering potential purchase information comprises: 
selecting one of said available securities; and reporting information about said selected security from a 
database (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

24. A method, as claimed in claim 23, wherein said database is located remotely from said 
computer and wherein said reporting comprises transmitting data via the Internet (fig.29). 

25. A method, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said entering inquiry information comprises: 
receiving said inquiry information from a data base; and reporting said received inquiry information (col. 15, 
line 39-col.l7, line 33). 
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26. A method, as claimed in claim 25, wherein said database is located remotely from said computer 
and wherein said reporting comprises transmitting data via the Internet (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

27. A method, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said entering potential purchase information 
comprises: receiving said potential purchase information from a data base; and reporting said 
received potential purchase information (fig.28). 

28. A method, as claimed in claim 27, wherein said database is located remotely from said computer 
and wherein said reporting comprises transmitting data via the Internet (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

29. Apparatus for organizing security inquiries and potential security purchases comprising: an output 
device arrange to display information; a memory; and a computer connected to: store inquiry information 
about securities desired for purchase; store potential purchase information about available securities; store 
a plurality of algorithms for matching the inquiry information with the purchase information; execute one 
of the algorithms; match by means of the selected one algorithm the inquiry information with the 
purchase information; and report the results of the matching on the output device (Claim 29 is similarily 
rejected as in claim 1). 

30. Apparatus as claimed in claim 29, wherein said inquiry information comprises a security par dollar 
amount for each of at least some of said securities desired for purchase, wherein said purchase information 
comprises a security dollar amount for each of at least some of said available securities and wherein said 
selected one algorithm attempts to match said security dollar amounts with said security par dollar 
amounts (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

3 1 . Apparatus, as claimed in claim 30, wherein said selected one algorithm attempts to match each 
of said security dollar amounts in turn with said security par dollar amounts (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 
33). 

32. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, wherein said inquiry information comprises a desired range 
of maturity times of at least some of said securities desired for purchase, wherein said purchase 
information comprises a maturity time 

for at least some of said available securities and wherein said selected one algorithm attempts to match 
said range of maturity times of said securities desired for purchase with said maturity time for said 
available securities (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

33. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 32, wherein said selected one algorithm attempts to match 
inquiry information with a smaller range of maturity times before attempting to match inquiry 
information with a larger range of maturity times (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 
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34. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, wherein said inquiry information is arranged in order and 
wherein said selected one algorithm matches attempts to match said purchase information with said 
inquiry information according to said order (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

35. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 34, wherein said order is the order in which said inquiry 
information was entered into said computer. 

36. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, wherein said inquiry information comprises a plurality of 
inquiries, each inquiry being limited to securities with a single issuer name. 

37. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 36, wherein said inquiries comprise an inquiry number, a state 
associated with said securities desired for purchase, and an account identifier. 

38. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 37, wherein said inquiries further comprise a quantity of said securities 
desired for purchase, a price of said securities desired for purchase and a range of maturity times for said 
securities desired for purchase (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

39. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, wherein said purchase information comprises a plurality entries 
about said available securities, at least some of said entries comprising a name of an issuer of the available 
security associated with the entry (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

40. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 39, wherein each said entries further comprises a state 
associated with the available security associated with the entry, the par dollar amount of the security 
associated with the entry, and the maturity time of the security associated with the entry (col. 15, line 39- 
col.17, line 33). 

41. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 40, wherein each of said entries further comprises a CUSIP for 
said security associated with said entry (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

42. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, wherein said output device comprises a computer display 
(fig.29). 

43. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, wherein said computer is further arranged to finalize a trade 
of at least one of said available securities (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

44. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 43, wherein said computer finalizes the trade in part by storing a 
CUSIP and a broker or dealer identification (fig.7). 

45. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 43, wherein said computer finalizes the trade in part by 
checking for similar or matching issues for previous security purchases for said inquiry information 
(col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

46. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 43, wherein said computer is further arranged to list said available 
securities for which the trade was finalized (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 
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47. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 43, wherein said computer is further arranged to list said inquiry 
information that was not finalized (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

48. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, wherein said available securities are issued by an issuer and 
wherein said computer is arranged to list approved issuers. 

49. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, and further comprising a second computer storing a 
database, wherein said potential purchase information comprises potential purchase parameters and 
wherein said computer searches the data base for security information corresponding to said parameters 
and reports the results of said searching on said output device (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

50. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 49, wherein said database is second computer is located remotely 
from said computer and wherein said second computer transmits data to said computer via the Internet (It 
is inherent that the database located communicates remotely via the Internet) 

5 1 . Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, and further comprising a second computer storing a database, 
wherein said potential purchase information comprises one of said available securities and wherein said 
computer reports information about said selected security from said database (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, 
line 33). 

52. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 51, wherein said second computer is located remotely from said 
computer and wherein said second computer transmits data to said computer via the Internet (It is inherent 
that the database located communicates remotely via the Internet) 

53. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, and further comprising a second computer storing a database, 
wherein said computer receives inquiry information from a data base and reports said inquiry information 
on said output device (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

54. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 53, wherein said second computer is located remotely from said 
computer and wherein said second computer transmits data to said computer via the Internet (It is inherent 
that the database located communicates remotely via the Internet) 

55. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 29, and further comprising a second computer storing a database, 
wherein said computer receives said potential purchase information from said database and reports said 
received potential purchase information on said output device (col. 15, line 39-col.l7, line 33). 

56. Apparatus, as claimed in claim 55, wherein said second computer is located remotely from said 
computer and wherein said second computer transmits data to said computer via the Internet (It is inherent 
that the database located communicates remotely via the Internet) 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Pwu whose telephone number is 703 308-7835. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Hyun 
Sough can be reached on 703 308-0505. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




